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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1. 1 14 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
10/26/2010 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 
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4. Claims 1-3, 6, 7, 9, 10, 13 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ridgeway (US 6,302,274) in view of Stone et al. (US 2,993,587) and 
Yeager et al. (US 5,353,935). Ridgeway discloses a shock absorbing packaging 
material comprising a pair of intermediate frame members (opposing frame members 10 
that encase A - See Fig. 5) over which shock absorbing film (58) is stretched so as to 
cover a window hole and an outer frame member (box 1 1 0 - See Fig. 5) which holds 
the pair of the intermediate frame members in an opposing condition. Ridgeway '274 
discloses the claimed invention except for the outer frame member being in the form of 
a tube body and the supporting pieces containing a cutout. 

Regarding the outer frame member being in the form of a tube body, Stone 
teaches a packaging (See Fig. 1 ) comprising a pair of intermediate frame members (8 
and 9) and an outer frame member (5) which holds the pair of the intermediate frame 
members in an opposing condition wherein said outer frame member is constituted of a 
tube body which surrounds outer peripheral edges of said pair of the intermediate frame 
members, a first side supporting piece (top flaps in Fig. 2) extending from one side 
opening edge of the tube body and second side supporting piece (bottom flaps in Fig. 2) 
extending from the other side opening edge of the tube body, and the pair of 
intermediate frame members are disposed in a hollow portion of the tube body and the 
outer peripheral edge portion of the first side intermediate frame member is supported 
by the first side supporting piece folded inward of the tube body while the outer 
peripheral edge portion of the second side intermediate frame member is supported by 
the second side supporting piece folded inward of the tube body (See Fig. 1) for the 
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purpose of securing the article in place while enabling the article to be viewed from two 
sides while within the outer frame. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have substituted the outer 
frame (box) of Ridgeway with a tube body outer frame as taught by Stone in order to 
allow the sides of the article to be viewed when the article is in the outer frame. 

Regarding the supporting pieces containing a cutout, Yeager teaches a package 
comprising a pivotable panel (56) which is tucked under a detent (40) for holding the 
panel in place, wherein the panel includes a finger sized cutout (58) at the edge for the 
purpose of providing access for a finger tip to grip and release the panel from the detent 
(column 3, line 65 — column 4, line 13). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have provided the free 
edge of the side supporting pieces of Ridgeway-Stone with a finger cutout as taught by 
Yeager in order to accommodate a finger tip for releasing the supporting piece from the 
groove 13 to easily disassemble the package. 

Regarding claim 2, Ridgeway-Stone- Yeager discloses a flange (upper element 6 
- See Stone Fig. 1) is formed on an inner periphery of the first side opening of the tube 
body by the second side supporting piece that is folded inward of the tube body while a 
flange (lower element 6 - See Stone Fig. 1) is formed on an inner periphery of the 
second side opening of the tube body by the second side supporting piece folded 
inward of the tube body, and the outer peripheral edge portion of the first side 
intermediate frame member is supported by the flange formed on the inner periphery of 
the first side opening of the tube body while the outer peripheral edge portion of the 
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second intermediate frame member is supported by the flange formed on the inner 
periphery of the second side opening of the tube body. 

Regarding claim 3, Ridgeway-Stone-Yeager discloses the flange formed on the 
inner periphery of first side opening of the tube body is formed in the shape of a plane 
opposing the second side opening of the tube body, and the flange formed on the inner 
periphery of the second side opening of the tube body is formed in the shape of a plane 
opposing the first side opening of the tube body. 

Regarding claim 6, Ridgeway-Stone-Yeager discloses the outer frame member is 
made of a single blank (See Stone Fig. 2), the blank comprising a plurality of outside 
wall portions connected to each other such that they are arranged in line that together 
form a tube body, a link portion (panel 7) is formed on a side edge of an outside wall 
portion located at a first side end of the plurality of outside wall portions arranged in line, 
wherein the first side supporting piece is connected to a bottom edge of the plurality of 
outside wall portions which serve as a first side opening edge of the tube body, and the 
second side supporting piece is connected to an upper edge of the outside wall portions 
which serve as a second side opening edge of the tube body, and the respective 
outside wall portions are folded in a same direction so as to connect the link portion to 
the side edge of an outside wall portion located at the second side end of the plurality of 
outside wall portions arranged in line, the tube body is formed. 

Regarding claim 7, Ridgeway-Stone-Yeager discloses the first side supporting 
piece has an inner wall portion connected to the first side opening edge of the tube body 
and a flange portion connected to the inner wall portion and the second side supporting 
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piece has an inner wall portion connected to the second side opening edge of the tube 
body and a flange portion (fold down flap) connected to the inner wall portion, wherein a 
flange is formed on an inner periphery of the first side opening of the tube body by a 
flange portion (fold down flap) opposing the second opening of the first side supporting 
piece folded inward of the tube body and then, a flange (end of the flap which contacts 
the intermediate frame member) is formed on the inner periphery of the second side 
opening of the tube body by a flange opposing the first side opening of the second side 
supporting piece folded inward of the tube body and, wherein the outer peripheral edge 
portion of the first side intermediate frame member is supported by the flange formed on 
the inner periphery of the first side opening of the tube body and the outer peripheral 
edge portion of the second side intermediate frame member is supported by the flange 
formed on the inner periphery of the second side opening of the tube body. 

Regarding claim 9, Ridgeway-Stone-Yeager discloses bending lines (fold lines 
between panels 5 and 6 - See Stone Fig. 2) are formed in the inner wall portion. 

Regarding claim 10, Ridgeway-Stone-Yeager discloses each intermediate frame 
member is comprised of a frame body (Ridgeway, 30) having the window hole and 
outward projected pieces (16/18/24/26) perpendicular to the frame body, wherein an 
outward projected piece of first side intermediate frame member disposed in the hollow 
portion of the tube body is inserted into between the tube body and the first side 
supporting piece folded inward of the tube body and the outward projected piece of the 
second side intermediate frame member disposed in the hollow portion of the tube body 
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is inserted into between the tube body and the second side supporting piece folded 
inward of the tube body. 

5. Claims 4, 8, 1 2 and 1 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ridgeway (US 6,302,274) in view of Stone et al. (US 2,993,587) and 
Yeager et al. (US 5,353,935) as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Atsushi 
et al. (JP 1 1208727). As described above, Ridgeway-Stone-Yeager discloses the 
claimed invention except for the specifics of the side supporting pieces. However, 
Atsushi teaches a package comprising side supporting pieces (K) having a plurality of 
bending lines for allowing the supporting prices to fold inwardly to form the shape of a 
pole (triangular pole). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to have provided the side supporting pieces 
of Ridgeway-Stone-Yeager with extensions including bending lines for folding the 
portions of the side supporting pieces inwardly to form pole-like shapes as taught by 
Atsushi in order to increase the strength of the structure to better protect the contents of 
the package. 

Regarding the specific shape/orientation of the folded side supporting pieces, it 
would have been an obvious matter of design choice to have folded the side supporting 
pieces in any orientation such as having the end portions in contact with other portions 
of the side supporting pieces or having an end portion contact the peripheral edge 
portion of the intermediate frame, since Applicant has not disclosed that the specific 
folding orientation of the side supporting pieces solves any stated problem or is for any 



Application/Control Number: 10/594,059 Page 8 

Art Unit: 3728 

particular purpose and it appears that the invention would perform equally well with 
either folding orientation since a triangular pole-like body is formed in either orientation. 

Further regarding claim 8, Ridgeway-Stone-Yeager-Atsushi discloses one side 
supporting piece has an inner wall portion connected to the first side opening edge of 
the tube body, a flange portion connected to the inner wall portion and a front end 
portion (portion of the triangular structure) connected to the flange portion and the 
second side supporting piece has an inner wall portion connected to the second side 
opening edge of the tube body, a flange portion connected to the inner wall portion and 
a front end portion (portion of the triangular structure) connected to the flange portion, 
wherein flange is formed on the inner periphery of the first side opening of the tube body 
by a flange portion opposing the second side opening, of the first side supporting piece 
folded inward of the tube body and then formed in the shape of a pole (triangular pole) 
and a flange is formed on the inner periphery of the second side opening of the tube 
body by a flange portion opposing the first side opening, of the other side supporting 
piece folded inward of the tube body and then formed in the shape of a pole, and, 
wherein the outer peripheral edge portion of the first side intermediate frame member is 
supported by the flange formed on the inner periphery of the first side opening of the 
tube body while the outer peripheral edge portion of the second side intermediate frame 
member is supported by the flange formed on the inner periphery of the second side 
opening of the tube body. 
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6. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Ridgeway 
(US 6,302,274) in view of Stone et al. (US 2,993,587) and Yeager et al. (US 5,353,935) 
as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Paige (US 3,226,005). As described 
above, Ridgeway-Stone-Yeager discloses the claimed invention except for the hooking 
portions formed on adjoining edges of the supporting pieces. However, Paige teaches 
an outer frame (container in 12) comprising a plurality of sidewalls including hooking 
portions (32/26 - See Fig. 6) thereon for the purpose of interlocking the sidewalls 
together to secure the container in its folded arrangement. Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
have modified the edges of the side supporting pieces of Ridgeway-Stone-Yeager with 
hooking portions as taught by Paige in order to more securely hold the supporting 
pieces together in the tube-like arrangement as seen in Stone Fig. 1 . 

7. Claim 1 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ridgeway (US 6,302,274) in view of Stone et al. (US 2,993,587) and Yeager et al. (US 
5,353,935) as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Ridgeway (4,852,743). As 
described above, Ridgeway-Stone-Yeager discloses the claimed invention except for 
the outer peripheral edge portion of the shock absorbing film being bonded to the 
outward projected pieces of the intermediate frame members. However, Ridgeway '743 
teaches a shock absorbing packaging comprising a pair of intermediate frame members 
(3 and 9) over which shock absorbing film (7 and 1 2) is stretched so as to cover a 
window hole, wherein the outer peripheral edge portion of the shock absorbing film is 
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bonded to outward projected pieces (See Fig. 1 , where the film extends around to the 
sidewalls of the intermediate frame members) for the purpose of securely holding the 
film in place. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified the film of Ridgeway-Stone-Yeager to 
extend across the frame body to the outward projected pieces as taught by Ridgeway 
743 in order to increase the surface area of the film to better protect the contents of the 
package. 

Response to Arguments 

8. Applicant's arguments with respect to the pending claims have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Steven Reynolds whose telephone number is (571)272- 
9959. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday- Friday 9:30am - 4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mickey Yu can be reached on (571)272-4562. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571 -273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Steven Reynolds/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3728 



